TERRARI UM by John Morri son

A teenage boy living in an underground bunker tries to
escape, despite his robot caretaker’s attenpts to stop him

Witer’s reason: |’ve always |loved sci-fi stories that are
nore about ideas and enotions than visual effects.
I nt ended audi ence: Probably skewed toward a younger
denogr aphi ¢ because of the sci-fi el enent.
I ntended genre: Family drama crossed with sci-fi.

Adam 15-year-old boy. Gew up in the bunker with his robot
guardi an Caretaker as his only conpanion. Pines for the life
he reads about and watches in novies - he wants to be with
ot her peopl e.

Car et aker: A robot whose mssion is to raise Adam teach
him and protect him Supposedly Caretaker has no enotions,
but he has a desire to fulfill his mssion, and so in a way
he | oves Adam
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| NT. TERRARI UM - DAY

The TERRARIUM i s a huge indoor JUNGLE wi th many ki nds of
pl ants and a wal kway w nding through it.

ADAM (15) sits, BLINDFOLDED

CARETAKER, a humanoi d ROBOT who | ooks |ike a junble of
construction vehicle parts, steps in behind himand REMOVES
t he blindfol d.

CARETAKER
Ta-da! Happy birthday, Adam

A TABLE AND CHAI RS are set up on the wal kway in the
Terrarium w th DECORATI ONS AND STREAMERS. On the table is
an amazi ng Bl RTHDAY CAKE with nultiple |layers and col ours.

On the top is witten "HAPPY 15th ADAM "

ADAM

VWw. .. that’s one hell of a cake.
CARETAKER

| assunme you' d |like a huge piece?
ADAM

Hmm .. maybe | ater, Caretaker.
CARETAKER

Adam what’s wrong?
ADAM

Not hing, | just... | guess |I’mjust

full fromall the chips and candy.

CARETAKER
Adam tell me, what’s bothering
you? Is it the cake? | tried ny

best - - -

ADAM
No, no, the cake’'s great, it’s
just... In the novies there are

al ways people at a birthday party.
Car et aker hangs his head sadly.

ADAM ( CONT’ D)
| mean you’'re a person, too - but
you know, | just wish I had sone
friends ny age.



CARETAKER
|"msorry, Adam That’'s one present
| can’t give you. But | have a

message for you. | was instructed
to give it to you on your 15th
bi rt hday.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Adam and Caretaker sit on the couch, watching the
VI EWSCREEN

On the SCREEN appears GEOFFREY TOLLI VER(60), a dignified
gentl eman. He | ooks ill and coughs at various points during
hi s nonol ogue.

TOLLI VER
Hel l o, Adam |’ m Professor Ceoffrey
Tol liver... your father. As |’'m
recording this nessage, you' re only
one year old. Your nother... she’s
passed away | ast nonth, and | don’t
have much longer. It’s the
radi ati on. W' ve kept you
under ground since the bonbs went
of f, but we had to finish stocking
the shelter, and fool that | was, |
| et your nother come with ne. She
was a strong worman, and insisted...
but all that’s done now. | thought
we'd be relatively safe here, in
t he nountains, but it |ooks |ike
t here’ s nowhere safe.

There’'s a cut in the video, and now it shows a one-year old
BABY lying in a CRIB

TOLLI VER (V. Q)
Say hello to your future self,
Adam

Tol liver’s hand cones into the franme and nakes the baby wave
its little hand. The image cuts again, back to Tolliver

TOLLI VER
You' re old enough now to know t he
truth about your situation, Adam
You' |l have to stay in the shelter
for the rest of your life. |I’ve
started reprogramm ng the
construction robot who built the
shelter. He will be a caretaker for

( MORE)



The vi deo

Car et aker

TOLLI VER ( CONT'D)

you, and a conpanion. |I'’msorry |
couldn’t do better for you, but
this is howit is. You re the |ast
of the famly line, and |I trust you
to make the best of your life, such
as it is. I'msorry | couldn't be
there to see you grow up. Goodbye.

ends. Adam sits, shell shocked.

CARETAKER
It’s alright, Adam | understand
how you f eel

ADAM
|f | survived, there nust be
ot her s.

CARETAKER
There may be, but how could you
find then? And this bunker can’t
sustain nore than about three
people. Let it go.

ADAM
| have to see if there’s anyone out
t here.

CARETAKER
Your father didn’t give you
security clearance to | eave the
living quarters.

ADAM
So the doors won’t open for ne, so
what ? You can open them for ne.

CARETAKER
Adam | can’t let you | eave the
bunker. And if you attenpt to
leave, | will be obligated to use
physical force to stop you

ADAM
You don’t care at all, do you? No,
why woul d you? You're only
programmed to act |ike you have
enotions, aren’t you?

has no answer for this.



ADAM ( CONT’ D)
| thought so.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Adamis lying on his bed. He has been crying but now he |ies
silently, as if he’s exhausted beyond tears.

He | ooks at the PHOTGCS on his wall.
Agirl. Acrowd of people. Children.
A FAM LY.

He sits up, gathers his strength and stares at the picture
agai n.

Then he goes to his closet and digs through a BOX of toys
and el ectronic gi znos.

He finds what he’s |ooking for- a small bl ack
cel | - phone-1i ke DEVI CE.

He holds the device up to his nmouth and triggers it.

ADAM
Testi ng.

He pushes a coupl e of buttons.

RECORDER ( ADAM S VA CE)
Testi ng.

Adan hol ds the RECORDER and sm | es.

| NT. TERRARI UM - DAY
Adam peeks around the corner.
Car et aker i s gardeni ng, unaware he is bei ng wat ched.

Adam t akes a deep breath, readies hinself, and sneaks off.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
The nessage from Tolliver is playing on the viewscreen.

TOLLI VER
...you re only one year old--

The vi deo freezes.



Adam punches sone keys.

On the viewscreen appears:
LOGAE NG QUT USER ADAM

The screen returns to a bl ank deskt op.
Adam punches sone keys.

On the VI EWSCREEN appear s:
ACCESS DENI ED

VO CEPRI NT | DENTI FI CATI ON PLEASE

Adam hol ds t he RECORDER out toward the term nal and PLAYS
| T.

RECORDER (TOLLI VER' S VA CE)
| " m Professor Geoffrey Tolliver..

Adam flicks the RECORDER OFF

A beat, and on the viewscreen appears:
VELCOVE, PROFESSOR

Adam smiles in triunph. But after a quick glance over his
shoul der, he gets down to busi ness.

Adam types on the keyboard.

Graphi cs appear on the screen.
CHANGE SECURI TY SETTI NGS

ADAM S SECURI TY CLEARANCE:
living quarters only

Adam types and the graphi c changes.
ADAM S SECURI TY CLEARANCE:

total access to restricted zones

Adam hits one | ast key.
NEW SETTI NGS SAVED

Anot her nonent of triunph for Adam

Then he punches sone nore keys as various MAP GRAPHI CS fl ash
on the screen.

The | ast graphic says:
PRI NT

Adam grabs the MAP and rushes to the DOOR



Opens it and checks for Caretaker.

Then he’'s off.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Adam wal ks down the hallway at a brisk pace, consulting his
MAP.

He stops by a DOOR d ances around furtively.
He puts his thunb on the PRI NT- READER
The door CLANKS unl ocked.

| NT. STORAGE ROOM - DAY - CONTI NUOUS
BOXES of SUPPLIES are piled along one wall.
RADI ATION SUITS hang in a row along the other wall.

Adam opens the door and enters.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
A KNOCK on t he door.

CARETAKER (O. S.)
Adant?

Car et aker opens the door and peeks around it.

CARETAKER
Are you here?

Seei ng no-one, he opens it wi der and enters. He | ooks around
to be sure, then |eaves.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Car et aker enters and | ooks around.

CARETAKER
Adant?



| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Adam now wearing a RADIATION SU T, pulls a CART piled high
wi th CRATES of suppli es.

He stops at a LARGE DOOR and presses his thunb to the
PRI NT- READER

The door OPENS and he pulls the cart into the ELEVATOR

| NT. ELEVATOR - DAY - CONTI NUOUS

Adam | ooks at the control panel and punches a button.
The el evat or DOORS CLOSE and the el evator HUMS into
oper ati on.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Caret aker RUNS down the hall at a furious pace.

| NT. ELEVATOR - DAY
The elevator arrives at its destination.
Through the reinforced-glass VI EWPORT, Adam can see a

shel tered HANGAR AREA with a bay open to the OQUTSIDE. This
bay is too far away to see nuch outsi de.

| NT. HANGAR AREA - DAY - CONTI NUOUS

The el evator DOORS OPEN with a WHOOSH as the air pressure
equal i zes.

Adam pulls the cart out into the hangar area.
He pulls the cart to the back of a huge tank-1ike VEH CLE

Then he starts |loading the crates into the back of the
vehi cl e.

But suddenly the ELEVATOR BEG NS TO MOVE. Adam can see it
t hrough the viewport on the el evator door, headi ng back
down.

Adamis nonentarily panicked, but then he springs into
action.

Taking a WRENCH from t he back of the vehicle, he runs to the
el evat or door and SMASHES THE CONTROL PANEL.



SPARKS shoot out.
AN ALARM RI NGS.

FEMALE COVMPUTER VO CE (V. Q)
Danger. Airlock controls have been
conprom sed. Entering Lockdown
Mbde.

The door makes a heavy THUNK noi se.
Adam breathes a sigh of relief.

But then he hears a series of METALLI C CLUNKI NG NO SES.
They’'re getting | ouder as they approach.

Car et aker appears in the elevator viewport, clinbing up the
el evator shaft.

CARETAKER
Adam St op!

Adam reaches to a button on the radiation suit to trigger
t he COMMUNI CATOR.

ADAM
You're too | ate, Caretaker, you
can’t stop ne! By the tine you
over-ride the conputer 1’1l be
gone!

CARETAKER
Adam you know what’s out there.
Not hi ng good can cone of this.

ADAM
| have torisk it. If there are any
survivors out there, | have to find
t hem or none of this neans

anyt hi ng.

Car et aker pauses, |ooks away for a nonent, then | ooks back
at Adam

CARETAKER
You said | don’t have any enotions.

ADAM
| didn't nean it, Caretaker, |---

CARETAKER
That’ s alright. My deci sion-nmaking
al gorithnms probably don’'t feel the
( MORE)



CARETAKER ( CONT'D)
sane as your enotions. But Adam - |
was programmed to care for you

Wt hout you, | have no purpose.
ADAM

"1l find survivors, Caretaker. And

when | do I’'ll be back with them

And Car et aker ?
Caretaker tilts his head.

ADAM ( CONT’ D)
| need you to expand the bunker so
it can support nore people. So
we’ Il have enough food and fresh
air for our new famly. That’'s your
new m ssion, Caretaker. That’'s your

pur pose.
CARETAKER
| understand. Be careful, Adam
ADAM
(smling)
If | was careful | would have
stayed inside. But I'll do my best.

He clinbs into the vehicle and STARTS the engi ne.

ADAM ( CONT’ D)
Keep the hone fires burning.

CARETAKER
Good | uck, Adam Cone back soon

ADAM
Until we neet again.

Adam GUNS t he engine and drives the vehicle OQUT THE HANGAR
BAY.

Car et aker wat ches hi m go.

EXT. ROCKY MOUNTAINS - DAY - CONTI NUQUS

A paved ROAD | eads out of the HANGAR BAY, which is hidden
anong the rocks.

The vehicle follows the wi nding road down the nountain and
off into the sunset.



10.

CARETAKER (V. Q)
He’s on his way now. So neke signs,
| eave signals in the cities and at
| andmar ks, and help himfind you.
Because when he does, you'll be
com ng back here, where there’'s
food, shelter, and safety. You’l
be com ng honme. Message repeats
now. . .

CUT TO
CU degraded vi deo i nage of Car et aker.

CARETAKER ( CONT’ D)
... This is Caretaker 40561,
transmtting froman underground
bunker in the Rocky Mountains...

THE END.



